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97] 
TO WILLIAM WILBERFORCE, ESQ. 
Stx,—Before I proceed to the remaining 
points of my proposed discussion, I think it | 
necessary to notice a new project, in which 
you appear to have taken a leading part, and 
which has, in my opinion, a tendency ex- 
tremely dangerous to the real freedom and 
happiness of the country. You will easily 
perceive, that I allude to your strange pro- 
posal for effecting a compulsory adoption of 
the new system of inoculation. At a meet- 
ing held by a Society, formed for the pur- 
pose of ‘exterminating the small-pox,” 
held at the London Tavern oo the 19th in- 
stant, you anda Dr. CLaxkeg, are reported, 
in the public papers, to have expressed your- 
selves as follows:——"* Ma. WicBrRFORCE 
‘* rose, and having questioned Dr. B_ re- 
“ specting tbe prejudices that still existed 
“ against this new inoculation, observed, 
“ that in his opinion the first step which the 
“ meeting should take would be to form a 
“* committee, and then to apply to parlidment 
“ for its countenance and support. He ob- 
“ served, that it was a great national ques 
“tion; and he was confident that a peti- 
“ tion to parliament would find very pow- 
erful succour; that it would call forth the 
exertions of the lord lieutenants of coun- 
ties, and the magistrates and parish offi- 
cers; and through their means the whole 
country would enjoy the benefit resulting 
from this discovery."—“ Dr. CrarKke 
followed much in the same strain; and 
observed that he thought that in future xo 
person ought to practice the old mode of inoou- 
lation, except under very particular circum- 
stances, and with the approbation of the civil 
magistrate, not that he wished to abridge 
the diberty of the subject, or to countenance 
the least interference of the state in matters 
relating to life and health, but that no one 
had a night to injure the community in the 
exercise of that privilege."—Now, Sir, 
withont entering into any inquiry as to the me- 
rus of Da. Jenner's system of inoculation, 
give me leave to ask you, how you can recon- 
cile-@ proposition like this to the spirit of that 
constitution, of which you profess to be so 
great an admirer, and to that freedom, of 
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ape 
Dr. Clarke, that you have in view an Act of 


Parliament to compel people to have their 
children inoculated with the Cow Pox, or 
not to have them inoculated at all, is, I 
think, evident enough, else why “ apply to 
Parliament for countenance and support 2” 
Parliament has already given that counte- 
nance and support, which, supposing the 
discovery to be a good one, it was proper for 
itto give. It has munificently rewarded 
Dr. Jenner for his labours, and for commu- 
nicating their result to the nation at large; 
and, having so done, it has left his system to 
that encouragement and support, which it 
will be sure to meet with from successful 
experience, But, it seems, there are “ pre 
judices” against this system, which it is ne- 
cessary to destroy by force. Sir, that there 
are prejudices, and very strong ones too, | am 
ready to allow; and if | were to say, that 
these ‘‘ prejudices” extend toa very great ma- 
jority of even the medical men, in the king- 
dom, | believe, i should not be erroneous in 
my statement. But, I cannot agree, that these 
‘€ prejudices” ought to be eradicated by force ; 
nor is it, perhaps, very fair to use this de- 
grading term, as expressive of the dislike, 
which so large a portion of thé community 
entertain to the system, which you are so 
anxious to compel them to adopt. The 
charge of “ prejudice,” Sir, has been pre- 
ferred but too often and with but too fatal 
success, against every one opposed to change. 
How many millions of times has it been 
brought against the monarchists of France, 
and, in England, against the opposers of 
parliamentary reform? The truth is, that 
whoever has been found to object to inno- 
vation, however wild in itself, however de- 
structive in its consequences, has constantly 
been accused of “ prejudice ;” and, as pre- 
judice, thus used. implies a mixture of 
ignorance and perverseness, and, as few per- 
sons are willing to be thought ignorant and 


most powerfully contributed towards the 
success of that system of plunder, of blood- 
shed, and of blasphemy, which has, for the 
last ten years, overwhelmed the nations of 
Europe. But, why need I travel so far in 





eae 


which you wish to be regarded as one of the 
Prince supporters? That you pear 
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perverse, the dread of this imputation has, 


search of facts to illustrate and establish my 
argument, when your society itself has fur-; 
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nished me with such excellent materials ? 
There was, as you must well remember, 
Sir, a strong and very general objection, 
which, for a long time, prevailed against 
the old system of inoculation; and you 
cannot have forgotten, that this objection 
was termed “ prejudice,” and the persons 
entertaining it were regarded as dliterate, 


sgnvrant, Or perverse; yet, it now appears 
trom the address of your society to the pub- 
lic, that it would have been well for the 
human race, if the “ prejudice” of those 
« illiterate, ignorant, or perverse” persons 
had universally obtained; for you now tell 
us, that “ inoculation, by spreading the 
“ contagion, has considerably increased its 
“ mortality.” With an example like this 
before our eyes, Sir, ought we not to be 
very cautious how we adopt a new system 
of inoculation?—But, it is not to the en- 
deavours of your society that I object. Those 
endeavours seem to be directed to the mere 
encoxragement of a system, of the good ef- 
fects of which they are fully persuaded. 
In their resolutions and addresses, they pro- 
pose no force. So far all may be right. 
What I am opposed to, what I am alarmed 
at, is the proposition of you and Dr. Clarke, 
to obtain, tor the support of the system, an 
Act of Parliament, which would, in its ope- 
ration, be nothing short of a compulsion on 
every man to suffer the veins of his child 
to be impregnated with the disease of a 
beast, or, to expose its life to the utmost 
violence of the most furious and most fatal 
of all human contagions—a measure to be 
adopted in no country where the people are 
not vassals or slaves,—I like not this never- 
ending fecurrence to Acts of Parliament. 
Something must be left, and something 
eugbt to be left, to the sense and reason and 
morality and religion of the people. There 
are, as 1 observed on a former occasion, a 
set of * cyell-meaning men” in this country, 
who would pass Jaws for the regulating and 
restraining of every feeling of the human 
breast, and every motion of the human 
frame: they would bind us down, hair b 

hair, as the Liliputians did Gulliver, ‘till 
anon, when we awoke from our sleep, we 
should wonder by whom we had been en- 
slaved. But, I trust, Sir, that the Parlia- 
ment is not, and never will be, so far under 
the influence of these minute and meddling 
politicians, as to be induced to pass laws for 
taking out of a man’s hands the manage- 
ment of his household, the choice of his 
physician, and the care of the health of his 
children ; for, ynder this sort of domiciliary 
thraldom, to talk of the liberty of the coun- 
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with an humble and subjected people was 
ever insulted. 

From this digression I now return to the 
points of discussion proposed in my former 
letter, p. 33. 

2. The persecution of Mr. Reeves is inti- 
mately connected with your dangerous, and 
fortunately, abortive projects of Parlia- 
mentary Reform. Those projects led, as I 
have already shown, to the formation of the 
seditious and treasonable societies and com- 
binations, with which the nation was agi- 
tated, during the former years of the war ; 
and, it is well known, that Mr. Reeves in- 
vented, and placed himself at the head of 
those ** LoyaL associations,” which, as 
Mr. Dundas (now Lord Viscount Melville), 
truly and mantfully stated. ‘‘ did the coun- 
‘ try infinite good,” and which associations 
never would have been necessary, had it not 
been for those principles of Parliamentary 
Reform, on which the seditious and trea- 
sonable societies were founded. Mr. Reeves 
having, with the aid of his loyal associates, 
roused the country to a sense of its danger 
from internal commotion; having created a 
power, and, at that time, the only power, 
capable of counteracting the hostile power 
already in motion; having succeeded, in 
checking and even in subduing the combi- 
nations against which his éftorts were im- 
mediately directed; having thus arrested 
the progress of the mortification, which was 
fast approaching the very heart of the mo- 
narchy, and having perceived the cause 
from whence the danger had arisen, he 
next began the process of a radical cure, 
without which he wisely concluded, 
that dangers similar to that which had just 
subsided, must inevitably return. With 
this view he published a “ Lerrer,” which 
he very properly addressed to the “ Quiet 
good sense of the people of England,” in which 
letter he discussed the nature, the prin- 
ciples, the form, the operation, and the ef- 
fects, of the English government. In the 
course of this discussion, and in his descrip- 
tion of the constituent parts of the govern- 
ment, he made use of the following words : 
—‘ The kingly government may go on, in 
* all its functions, without Lords or Com- 
“ mons.” * This, though only a part of 2 

* If only the whole sentence had been taken, the 
sense of the whole would have instantly appeared 
to be perfectly harmiess.—“ The kingly goevern- 
** ment may go on, in all its functions, without 
“ Lords or Commons; it has heretofore done so 
‘* for years together, and, in our times, it does SO 
“ during every recess of Parliament; but, without 
“ the King, his Parliament is no more.—H 
notwithstanding the scandalous garbiing which 





this sentence underwent, eof culling ont a staged 


nifest, the crying injustice of culling out a 
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aragraph, and even of a sentence, and though 
abundantly guarded and qualified by the 
context, was alleged, by some persons 1n 
the then Parliament, of whom Messrs. Sturt, 
Sheridan and yourself were at the head, to 
be a “* malicious, scandalous, and seditious 
“ libel, containing matter tending to create 
« jealousies and divisions amongst his Ma- 
« Jesty’s loyal subjects ; to alienate their af- 
“ fections from our happy form of govern- 
«“ ment, as established in Kings, Lords, and 
« Commons, and to subvert the true prin- 
« ciples of our free constitution; and a high 
‘ breach of the privileges of the House.” 
These were the words of the motion, which 
was made by Mr. Sheridan, which was sup- 
ported by you, and which, with the memo- 
rable and honourable exception of Mr. 
Windbam and Sir William Dolben, was una- 
nimously adopted by the then House of 
Commons, on the 26th of November, 1795. 
—The House have legally ascertained, that 
Mr. Reeves was the author, or, at least, the 
publisher, of the letter, Mr. Sheridan (on 
the 14th of Dec. 1795), after professing his 
wish “ to set an example of /enity and 
“* mercy,” and suggesting the propriety of 
*“ removing Mr. Reeves from any place of 
“* trust,” concluded with the following mo- 
tion:—“ That one of the said printed 
** books” (the letter) “ be birnt by the 
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member of a sentence, for the purpose of prosecu- 
tion, the base news-printers of London refused 
the friends of Mr. Reeves to insert in their papers, 
hot a justification, but an explanation of the pas- 
sage which had been quoted from his letter! There 
was an absolute league of these printers, and He- 
RioT in particular, who was art the nod of the 
Treasury, whose very types had been parchased 
out of the public money, refused to insert in his 
paper the entire sentence, though accompanied with 
ho comment at all !—And these are the blessings 
of the British press! This is the “ birthright of Bri- 
tons,’ the “ palladium of free men!” Beshrew me but 
it glads my heart to see that Buonaparté has taken 
hold of it! He will, if Iam not much deceived, 
amply avenge the cause of Mr. Reeves and of all the 
other loyal men, whom this press has uniformly 
cefamed. There is a long account to settle with 
nin behalf of the American, the French, and the 
ri loyalists; a long arrear of punishment due for 
omenting and feeding the several rebellions, the 
mT of which, has finally raised up a man ca- 
oy _ of inflicting on it a suitable chastisement.— 
a - Ouse of Commons too! What will they say 
ote insolent publications of the Moniteur, 
oe are circulated through every part of the 
wink om, and the ¢ramslations of which are also sold 
bible? oe apprehension as a man would sell a 
hei Cc “i the House of Commons look over 
which} an they poly wink at a publication, in 
se rd are dictated to them, in which it is, in 
Gente, brn Proposed to sew up their mouths 
ehnas detigead soa E feet teie tongues,”’ if they use 
meilliae Does freely! Will not Mr, Sheridan 
reer A motion to have this malicious libel burn 

y the hands of the common ha wh i 

: ‘Press of the French gov. - 
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« hands of the common hangman, in New 
“ Palace Yard, Westminster, on Monday 
« the 2ist day of this instant December, at 
“ one of the clock in the afternoon; and 
‘« that another of the said printed books be 
« burnt by the hands of the common hang- 
«* man before the Royal Exchange in Lon- 
« don, on Tuesday the 22d day of this in- 
‘€ stant December, at the same hour; and 
“ the Sherifts of London and Middlesex do 
* attend at the said time and places respec- 
* tively, and cause the same to be burnt 
* there accordingly.”"—-To this /enient and 
merciful motion an amendment was proposed 
by Mr. Dundas, and finally carried, leaving 
out the whole except the word ‘ that,” and 
substituting an address to his Majesty to 
cause Mr. Reeves to be prosecuted for the 
alledged libel. Mr. Dundas, who was 
not in the House when the former mo- 
tion passed, behaved, on this occasion, in 
a manner that did him infinite credit. 
He boldly stated the motives, which 
had induced the opposition to make ‘this 
attack upon Mr. Reeves, and severely repro- 
bated the attempt now made to render the 
House at once party, prosecutor, and judge. 
Lorp SHEFFIELD said, that he saw “ one 
“ set of men, instead of prosecuting a libel 
‘* against the constitution, meant to perse- 
‘© cute a man whom they considered as hav- 
“ ing counteracted their views; and, on the 
“* other side, a desire to shrink from and withe 
* bold the common protection due toa man, 
‘¢ whom it was evidently intended to op- 
“ press, although they did not consider him 
“ as guilty.”—In consequence of Mr. Dun- 
das’s amendment, a prosecution was com-~ 
menced against Mr. Reeves, whose letter a 


court and jury determined not to be a /ibel, and 


it has, accordingly, been republished, and is 
now to be purchased in every book-shop in 
London. 

Before I remark, Sir, on the part which 
you took in this persecution, I think it ne- 
cessary to advert to one of the circumstan- 
ces, under which the matter was brought 
forward. It was ushered into the House of 
Commons, and contended for the precedence, 
with a defence of Cirizen Lee, made by 
Mr. Sturt, Mr. Grey, and others, but parti- 
cularly by Mr. Grey. Now, Sir, this Citi- 
zen Lee, having escaped from the hands of 
justice in England, came to the city where I 
lived at that time (Philadelphia), and where, 
in order, I suppose, to furnish an illustration 
of Mr, Grey’s defence of him, he hung out 
at the door of the house where he lodged, 
absolutely out in the street, a large printed 
paper, for the purpose of collecting subscrip- 
tions to a wotk, which he proposed to put 
to press under the patronage of the citizens 
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of Philadelphia, entitled, “ A HisToryY OF 
“« gue Crimes oF THE TYRANT GEORGE 
« GUELPH, COMMONLY CALLED KING OF 
« Great Britaiy,” to which proposals he 
found, ina city containing sixty thousand 
souls, but five persons infamous enough to + 
put their names ; and, in consequence of this 
hopeful debut, the citizen was, in avery short 
time, hooted out of Philadelphia, and scon 
after took up his quarters in the jail of New 
York.—Such was one of the execrable vil- 
lains, who were defended by the persecutors 
of Mr. Reeves ! 

‘But, Sir, from the defenders of Citizen 
Lee, Mr. Reeves had to expect persecution : 
not so trom you, whose former dangerous er- 
rors he was endeavouring to eradicate from 
the minds of the deluded people, and who 
now professed to be enagaged in the same 
cause with himself; yet, I have every rea- 
son to believe, that it was you whose advice 
determined Mr. Pitt to abandon and to sa- 
crifice him. At any rate, your name ap- 
peared amongst the foremost of those, who 
demanded punishment on his head, and 
who replied, or attempted to reply, to Mr. 
Windham’s defence ot the publication. “* We | 
‘* are now,” said you, ‘ endeavouring to | 
* check seditious and Jibzllous publications of 
** an opposite tendency ; tt, therefore, becomes 
“* us, in order to vindicate ourselves from 
** the charge of injustice and partiality, when 
‘* publications of a seditious nature are un- 
«© der contemplation, to take proper notice 
© of the insidious pamphlet now before us.”* 
And this was the ground on which you vot- 
ed tor the prosecution! These are your no- 
tions of justice |! These are the notions of a 
** well-meaning,’ a ‘f conscientious,” man! 
Of a man who, on all convenient occasions, 
prefers his claim to a monopoly of upright 
and conscientious motives, ard alsa of poli- 
tical prudence '—W hat, I pray yoo, Sir, had 
Mr. Reeves's pamphlet to do with those 
** seditious and libellous publications of an 
** opposite tendency,” which it was in the 
contemplation of the House to preyent ? 
Because it had become necessary to pass two 
Acts for the punishing of treason and sedition, 
was it, “ ¢crefore,” necessary to panish loyalty? 
because Horne Tooke, and Hardy, the shoe- 
maker, had so far acted upon the principles 
of Parliamentary Reform as to endanger the 
existence of the state; because it had be- 
come necessary in 1795, to punish, as sedi- 
tious libels (which they really were), publi- 
cations, which the Reformers had issued, 
with jmpunity, io 1782 and 1784; because 
it had hecome necessary to punish those un- 
lawful, inflammatory, mischievons publica- 
tions, tending immediately to a radical revyo- | 
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lution, to the complete destruction of the 
parliament, the monarch, and the monarchy ; 
because it had become just and necessary to 
punish publications like these, was it, ** there- 
fore,” just and necessary to punish a publica- 
tion of an ‘ opposite tendency,” a publication 
full of loyalty, and containing not a single 
sentiment which was not, and which is not, 
strictly conformable to the law of the land, 
and to the doctrines of the Church? How 
came it ‘ conscientious,’ I pray you, to pur- 
sue, toharass, to punish Mr. Reeves, for the 
sake of vindicating yourself “ from the 
“ charge of injustice and partiality” with re- 
spect to another matter, in which Mr. 
Reeves had no concern? It must be confess- 
ed that, at a time when two Acts, two Acts 
extremely necessary, but contaifing provi- 
sions theretofore unknown to the laws of 
this country; it must be confessed, that, 
while Acts like these were passing through 
the House, and while it was well known that 
the disgraceful and fatal cause of them 
sprang from the principles of the Parliamen- 
tary reformers, it was very-matural for 
thuse reformers to seek for some sacrifice 
wherewith to appease the clamours of their 


| ancient associates, same sop wherewith to 


stop the mouth of the discarded Cerberus, 
or, to repeat your own words, some oppor- 
tunity of “ vindicating yourselves from the 
“ charge of injustice and partiality ;" but, 
would not justice have suggested another 
sort of sacrifice than that which was fixed 
on? Would it not have called on you and 
Mr. Pitt and Mr. Beaufoy for a manly ac- 
knowledgment of your errors; for an ex- 
plicit retraction of the dangerous principles, 
of which, through youth and inexperience, 
you had contributed to the propagation ; 
for an expression of deep repentance for the 
past, and a proniise of being more prudent 
for the future? Sach conduct would have 
indicated true greatness of mind, and such, 
I hope, would have been the conduct of Mr, 
Pitt, had he not in this, as in too many other 
cases, yielded to your advice. 

The evil consequences of the abandoning 
and the persecuting of Mr. Reeves, both 
with respect to the parties and to the nation 
at large, have been much greater than you 
would be ready to acknowledge, or, peshaps, 
than you really are aware of ; for, not to be 
able to penetrate beneath the surface of 
events does, indeed, appear to be an indis- 
pensable requisite in a “ safe politician.“— 
At the time when the persecution took 
place, I was very well situated for forming a 
tolerably correct opinion as to the effect, 
which it produced in the world, I had an 
opportunity of knowing the sentiments, on 
this subject, of the officers of the executive 


government jn America, of the membess 
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the legislature, and, in one way or other, of 
nearly all the highest and best informed 
men in that country, and I do solemnly de- 
clare, that I never heard the persecution of 
Mr. Reeves spoken of but with the utmost 
indignation, or contempt, of the parties by 
whom it was urged. One gentleman in 
particular 1 knew, at whose table Mr. Pitt 
had, for many years, constantly been the 
first toast, and who, after reading the 
debate, to which I have above alluded, 
not only discontinued this mark of his 
respect, bat who actually new-named a 
country seat, which, in his enthusiastic -ad- 
miration of the English minister, he had 
called Pittsbill.—With respect to myself, 
the impression which was produced by the 
reading of that debate is never to be eftac- 
ed. 1 had but just then entered on the 
eareer of politics. I had published only 
two or three of my pamphlets. Full as I 
was of admiration of Mr. Pitt, ardent as 
was my zeal in defence of his measures and 
his character, 1 leave you to guess, Sir, at 
my feelings upon hearing of the treatment 
of Mr. Reeves, of the abandoning and the 
petsecuting of the founder of the LoyaL 
Associations! It operated, on the powers 
of my mind, like one of those shocks that 
hurties the blood back again to the heart ! 
“Ah, ah!” said I, “ is it thus that /oyalty 
“1s rewarded in England? Is it thus that 
“Mr. Pitt supports those who support 
“ him? If so, it is better to leave loyalt 

“and Mr, Pitt to support themselves.” 
Unable, however, to resist the desire of op- 
posing the enemies of my country, | cep- 
tinued those labours which had already 
been attended with no’ inconsiderable de- 
gree of success ; but, at the same time, I 
made a solemn resolution never to expose 
myself to the ingratitude experienced by Mr. 
Reeves. 

Now, Sir, though you may ask, with .a 
sneer, what barm did all this do to Mr. Pit? 
‘t amounts, at least, to a strong corroboras 
a proof, not only of the injustice towards 
oo pei but of the evil consequences Of 
nothing of the We Philadelphians knew 
of us ever sanielat yeas aa Ww jase 
atraigly presoneeoa see ican e were 
thing said we psp of avour of every 
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5 at least, injury to the 
ent: ons Pitt than any other act of 

8 he 7 rae hot excepting those acts 
certain] Cgarded as hostile, and which 

Bly were highly injurious to that 
my. And, observe, Sir, that America 
a nly foreign nation where the rea} 

the case could possibly be well 
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ken; there our laws prevail; there the 
people ‘had been accustomed minutely to 
discuss the principles of the British govern- 
ment; and, there, with a loud and unani- 
mous voice, the persecution of Mr. Reeves 
was condemned. If you tell me, that, in 
spite of this condemnation ; in spite of the 
distrust, which the abandoning Mr. Reeves 
may have excited both at home and abroad, 
in the breasts of both writers ard statesmen ; 
if you tell me, that, in spite of all these, and 
of whatever other evils I can attribute to the 
adoption of your advice; Mr: Pitt is still a 
great man,.and that, come to Parliament 
whea he will, a majority is still in his fa- 
vour; if you tell me this, I beg leave to re- 
mind you, that a minister may preserve Ars 
own power unimpaired, while that of bis coun 
try is crumbling intodust; and that, a ma- 
jority in Parliament will not, when the hour 
arrives, parry the balls of Buonaparté. Amidst 
all the heinous and innumerable crimes of 
the French revolutionists, they have rigidly 
and uniformly observed that most essential 
national virtue, fidelity to their adberents ; and 
that we have neglected this virtue is, unfor- 
tunately, but too notorious, France has con- 
stantly protected the rebels of other countries 
who joined her standard, while we have, on 
all pressing occasions, as constantly abandon 
ed the royalists fighting under ours :—France 
has exalted the rank and extended the do- 
minions of the princes who espoused her 
cause, while those who relied upon the pro- 
tection of England have lost both their ter- 
ritories. and their rank :—France has under 
taken a new war for the sake of her parti- 
zans in Switzerland ; England, rather than de- 
laythe coriclusion of peace for an hour, base- 
ly abandoned the Royalists of La Vendée :— 
France demanded, and obtained, the release 
of a British subject, condemned for high 
treason by a British court of justice; England 
abandoned and persecuted the founder of her 
loyal associations :—~France is the mistress of 
the world, and England is ready to crouch 
at her feet.—Such, Sir, has been the course, 
and such the Consequences, of that “ safe” 
system of policy, which you and other “ prue 
dent” men imposed upon Mr. Pitt, which met 
with an anple exemplification in the aban- 
doning and persecnting of Mr. Reeves, and 
which, -unless it-be cgoted ‘out of the heart 
and the mind afthe govérmment, must and 


will inevitably lead io the destruction of the 


monarchy and the subjugation of the people. 
~—{ have the honoyr to be, Sir, yours, &c. 
London, 2516 Jan; 1803. Ww. Conssit. 


att. 





Ode for the New Year, 1803, by H. J. Pye, Esq. 
Poet Laureat. 


Though the tempestuous winds no more 
The main with angry piaichs sweep, 
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Though raging 'gainst the sounding shore 
No longer howl the impetuous seas 5 
But soothed to rest, the billows sleep, 
Save where soft Zephyr's tepid breeze 
Fans with its silken wing the rippling deep § 
Yer still with unremitting eye 
The pilet marks the uncertain sky, 
The seaman watches still the gale, 
Prompt or to spread or furl the sail, 
Mindtul of many a danger past, 
Tost by the turbid wave, check’d by the adverse 
blast. 
II. 
Not keen Suspicion’s jealous glance, 
Not fierce Contention’s feverish rage, 
Shall bid Hritannia point the lance 
New Realms to grasp, new Wars to wage. 
In conscious rectitude elate, 
In conscious power securely great, 
While she beholds the dang’rous tide 
Of battle’s crimson wave subside, 
Though tirm she stands in act to dare 
"The storms of renovated War, 
Her ready sword, her lifted shield, 
Provoke not the ensanguin’d field, 
More than the wary pi/ot’s cautions urge 
The wind’s tempestuous strife, or swell the foam- 
ing surge. 
Ill. 
O from our Shores be exi/ed far 
simbitions wild and restless crew, 
Who through the bleeding paths of War 
False Glory’s demon-form pursue, 
Whose burning ¢Aéirst, still unsubdu’d 
Ry telus ¢i Cf wuiltiess blood, 
Giares on the regions round with fiend-like eyes, 
idee a vanquish’d world its wish sup- 
phes ; 
Yet ne'er may Sloth’s inglorious charm 
Vonerve the manly Briton’s arm, 
Nor Sophistry’s insidious art 
ber lull the manly Briton’s heart. 
May Peace, with Plenty by her side, 
Long, long o'er Albion's fields preside 3 
Long may her breath, with placid gale, 
Of Commerce swell the happy sail ; 
But roused in Justice's sacred cause, 
Tnsulted tights or violated laws, 
Suill may her sons with fierce delight 
Flame iu the gleamy van of fight, 
Spread o'er the tented plain, or brave 
With warlike prow the hostile wave ; 
And on cach firm ingenuous breast 
Be this eternal truth impress’d, 
* Peace only sheds perennial joys on those 
Who guard with dauntless arm the blessings Peace 
bestows. 


We have inserted the above ode for the 
purposs of shewing our readers to what an 
excess of party malignity your “ modest, 
** quell-meaning, conscttnfions” men will some- 


times go. The reader will at once perceive, 


that Mr. Pye has been‘ ordered to put into: 


rhyme the creed of the’* safe politicians ;” 
and, it-aust be confessed, that Secor is 
perfectly correct, though part of it is little 
more than a\paraphrase of a passage in the 
Moniteur, as will, we trust, clearly appear 
from the following comparative view : 
POET LAUR . 
“ ese ah . Pe niu-hie 


Grenville, 


war faction of 





and restless crew, who Word Minto; and Mr, 
through the bleeding paths Windham, have nothing 
of war false glory’s de- left but their remorse, 
mon-form pursue, whose which pursues them, tor- 
burning thirst, sill um- ments them, and gives to 
subdu'd by deluges of guilt- all their speeches that 
less blood, glares on the furious tone which 1e- 
regions round with fiexd-  veals the state of their 
like eyes, while scarce a minds. Trouble, disorder, 
vanquish’d world their and d/ood can alone re- 
wish supplies. — Yet lieve them; they wish 
ne’er may sloth’s inglo- for trouble, disorder, and 
rious charmunnerve the d/ood. Their speeches 
manly Briton’s arm, &c. are those which the ce- 
lebrated Milton has put 

into the mouth of Satan. 

It is impossible not to perceive here an 
exact coincidence of sentiment between the 
ode of his Majesty’s poet laureat, and the 
columns of that infamous gazette, in which 
his Majesty has been styled a rewarder of as- 
sassins. Mr. Pye has been made (for we 
never can suppose it a voluntary act) to add 
his mite to the united exertions of the mi- 
nistry and the old opposition, and the chief 
object of which exertions is to /ul/ the nation 
to sleep, an enterprize for which, as appears 
from the very circumstantial relation of a 
celebrated modern critic, the Laureat, is 
wonderfully gifted.—‘“ Mr. Pye,” says the 
author of the Pursuits of Literature, “* with 
“ the best intentions, if not with the very 
“ best poetry, translated the verses of 
“ Tyrteeus the Spartan. They were de- 
“ signed to produce animation throughout 
“ the kingdom, and amongst the militia in 
“ particular. Several of the reviewing ge- 
 nerals were much impressed with their 


« queight and importance; and, at a board 


“ of general officers, an experiinent was 
“ agreed upon, which unfortunately failed. 
“« They were read aloud at Warley Com- 
*“ mon, and at Barham Downs, by the ad- 
“* jutants, at the head of five different regi- 
“* ments, at each camp, and much was ex- 
“ pected. But before they were half finish- 
“ ed, all the front ranks, and as many of the 
“ others as were within hearing or verse 
“‘ shot, dropped their arms suddenly, and 
** were all found fast asleep ! Marquis Towns- 
** hend, who never approved of the scheme, 
“ said, with his usual pleasantry, that the 
first of all poets observed, that,’ ** sleep is 
* the brother of death."—Remembering this 
curious fact, and fearing that the nation 
might be roused by the exertions of the 
“ new opposition,” the Richmond Park mi- 
histry seem to have put Mr. -Pye’s soporifick 
powers in a state of requisition ; and, if we 
are not misinformed, the zeal with which 
they have been exerted on this occasion, is 
to obtain the laureat the honour of a place in 
Mr. Gillray’s excellent caricature, calles 
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any particular allusion to the first great man 
of the family. remain, &c. &c. 
Prescot, 22d Jan. 1803. 


principal personage is, 7. Addington in the 
character of an old woman. 





A HINT TO “ THE FAMILY.” 


Sir,—Give me leave through the channel 
of your paper, which I know will not escape 
the notice of our safe and prudent ministers, 
to recommend to their attention a project 
which a late measure of theirs has suggest- 
ed;—namely, the appointment of a board 
of commissioners for executing the offices of 
the Lord Chancellor and of the Judges, (they 
still retaining their rank and emoluments) 
with new and suitable powers, and the com- 
missioners to consist of the friends of the fa- 
mily solely, with Mr. Hiley Addington, de- 
corated with a peerage, at their head, only to 
save appearances, it may be proper to have 
one eminent lawyer amongst them.—I am 
sure the utility of this project must be ob- 
vious to you, Mr. Cobbett, and therefore, 
shall not enter at large into my reasons in 
support of it: one circumstance, however, I 
cannot allow to escape me, it will render 
any communication with the present Lord 
Chancellor in a great degree unnecessary to 
his wise brother chancellor, and consequent- 
ly prevent the measures of the latter being 
crossed in the House of Lords, as on certain 
late occasions.—It will be proper to allow 
Mr. Hiley Addington, as first commissioner, 
an annual salary of at least £20,000, and I 
recommend this in prefereace to applying to 
2 parliament for a remuneration, because it 
being barely possible that the people of this 
country may be roused from their present 
lethargy to a just sense of the obligations 
they owe the family, it may not be quite pru- 
dent to trust to a future parliament for a 
suiable provision for so respectable a mem- 
ber of it.—Perhaps, several strong objections 
may be urged by the gentlemen of the law, 
as well as others, to my plan; but I profess, 
that after the most serious consideration, I 
can find none more weighty than these 
which have been made against a late bill, 
and so satisfactorily answered by the friends 
of the family.—For myself, Mr. Cobbett, un- 
less I see in the True Briton or Sun, of 
which you need not doubt I am a constant 
reader, an advertisement calling me to take 
Spon myself the office of secretary to the 
New Board, I shall, if my scheme be adopt- 
ed, content myself with reflecting on the 
food I have done my country, and the proof 

have given of my attachment to the family. 
~—How far the appointment of a like com- 
Mission to take care of the affairs of the 
church. may be proper, I leave to wiser 
to détermine, and as to the other 
profession I will by no means touch 








A that, Jest I should be supposed to make 


Marcus. 





HONDURAS, 
The following paper has been some few days in print, and 


is understood to. come from the parties, who are more 

immediately interesied in the trade to Honduras. 

The report of a difference between this govern- 
ment and the court of Spain, onthe subject of the 
British establishments at Honduras, is now very 
generally credited.—Colonel Barrow, who is now 


gone out to take the command of the British set- 


tlement at Honduras, is the same officer who, in 
the year 1798, with Captain Moss, of the Navy, 
since dead, repelled a very formidable atrack of the 
Spaniaids. under General O’Neil, consisting of a 
pnumcrous land force, and a flotilla of boats. But 
this armament was compelled to retreat with con- 
siderable loss. In consequence of this success, the 
British boundaries were considerably extended; 
their extension, indeed, was perfectly necessary, 
for we had so cleared the country in our possession 
of logwood, that any more which we wanted to 
procure was got at so great an expense, on account 
of its distance from the coast, that it enhanced its 
cost almost reas. what it would bear. This being 


the case, and having, by right of conquest, ac- 


quired such additional territory, and in such a fae 
vourable situation, that we could not only cut, 
but transport it down the rivers to the coast, ata 
comparatively trivial expense; it became an object 
of the greatest importance to have this additional 
acquisition secured in the treaty of peace —To 
this end, the merchants at Honduras made the pro- 
per representations to their correspondents in 
London, and, in consequence of this, a deputation 
from the committee of the principal merchants of 
London, trading to Honduras, immediately after 
the preliminaries of peace were signed, waited 
upon Lord Hobart, one of his Majesty’s principal 
Secretaries of State, with a memorial, representing 
their situation, and praying that it might not be 
lost sight of, but receive every requisite confirma- 
tion in the usual form. Another deputation of the 
same committee, waited also upon Lord Hawkes- 
bury, with another memorial to the same cflect, 
while the definitive treaty was drawing up, and 
long before it was signed. The British ministry 
cannot, therefore, plead ignorance on this import- 
ant subject.—It is unfortunate, perhaps, that no- 
thing was stipulated upon this subject inthe treaty 
of Amiens. We do not mean,that by the omission 
or by the general abrogation of former treaties, our 
right to cut logwood in the Bay of Honduras is 
cancelled.—But negotiating with partics who were 
extremely likely to cavil, it would have been wise 
to anticipate, as far as possible, every ground af 
dispute. The French negotiated throughout, as 
Lord Bolingbroke says of them, during the nego- 
tiation of the peace of Utrechi, ‘‘ like pediars, or, 
what is worse, like attornies.” It was necessary, 
therefore, to bind them dowa like pettifoggers, who 
wished to take advgntage of every flaw.—-Bur, re- 
gretting that shone Wrectataas were not employed, 
we assert, with confidence, that the pretensions of 
the Spaniards to molest our “ establishment’ at 
Honduras, are most captious and. uowarrantable. It 
is true, that in treaties of peace, as in all otber 
positive contracts, obligations not specified are not 
to be easily presumed. But treaties that have 
once existed, though not perpetual in all their sti- 
pulations, have, and ought to have, permancnet 
consequences. The state of possession in Europe 
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js, in a thousand ways, the effcct of cessions, ex- 
changes introduced by treaties no longer in force. 


The very act of anew treaty, between states at | 


least, ratifies and confirms the state of possession 
in things not altered. It is vty the new cessions, 
the new state of possession, that yecomes the subject 
of convention. Trinidad is ceded by Spain, by the 
treatyof Amiens. Our rights to euc wood, &c. in 
the Bay of Honduras, a thing of less value, per- 
haps, than the island ceded, are not mentioned, 
but are they, therefore, given up? Had Spain 
deprived us of that possession during the war, 
and if no stipulation had been made in the treaty 
of Amiens for restoring it, there might have been 
some pretext for supposing that the right was 
wholly extinguished. Bur this was not the case. 
We continued in full possession of every thing we 
had previously enjoyed. That possession, such as 
jt existed, is confirmed, not abrogated, by the new 
t. of peace. Our rights to cut logwood in the B. 
of H. therefore, stand just where they did, This 
principle is soclear, that it is scarcely necessary to 
quote any authority for it. “ The non-renewal 
of treaties,” says Mably, * gives no right to re- 
claim a domain which has been ceded; for,” says 
he, ‘‘the treaty subsequent to that which is not 
renewed, callin the respectiveandactual state 
of the contracting parties; and it would be a 
violation of that treaty to atempt to entcr upon 
the possessions ceded by a preceding treaty, under 
pretence that itis no longer binding.” The rule 
applies equally to such a right as we tormerly 
enjoyed, as to a right of absolute sovereignty.— 
Ac is clear, therefore, that supposing the right of 
this country to cut logwood at Honduras had 
been established originally by the Cony. of the 
rath of July, 1786, the latest upon the subjecr, 
that right would be now as perfect and complete 
as could be desired. Spain might just as well 
ee that we have no right to Jamaica or Gi- 
raltar, because the treaty of Madiid of 1667, in 
which the possession of Jamaica is only recogniz- 
ed, and the treaty of Utrecht, in 1713, where 
Gibraltar is ceded, are not renewed. But, in fact, 
the right of this country to cut wood at Honduras 
is not so much created as explained by treaty. 
‘It is a right clothed with a long possession. As 
far as we recollect, the first recognition of it is in 
the treaty of 1763, renewed in the treaty of 1783, 
and explained by the Conv. of 1786. It is there 
mentioned, and always has been considered as 
something short of dominion or sovereignty.—It 
is a sort of servitude of a very real and substan- 
tial nature; and, after being so long enjoyed, so 
repeatedly recognized, it is impossible for any 
pudlicist to argue that it is abrogated by the si- 
ence of the treaty of Amiens. Indeed the argu- 
ment, we apprehend, goes very much in favour of 
this country, if we are to admit general reasoning 
to fix the nature and extent of our right. We do 
not know that it might not very fairly be argued, 
that by the silence of the treaty of Amiens we are 
in a better situation than we were. We appre- 
hend that our servitude, our tolerance, our pre- 
carious habitation (for we had not power to 
build a fort or keep a garrison, ke.) is converted 
anto a full and complete dominion, as far as con- 
‘quest can confer it, We have remained in posses- 
ston duving the war: we have built forts; we have 
strengthened our posnion. The Spaniards, seeing 
all this, chose to be silent at Amicns! Is it to be 
ha gt however, that ‘by our silence we ahan- 
on an vid comrested privi : 
a privilege, retained and 
Strengthened during the war? The Spaniards, by 
treaty, confirm generally all our possessions in 
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all paits of the world, not noticed and altered by 
the treaty of Amiens. They therefore acknow- 
ledged our possession as it stood. If they are to 
draw the point of Honduras into litigation, we 
deny that they have aclaim of right, or that we 
are obliged to sue for an indulgence. Precedents 
are in our favour. The Spaniards by the treaty of 
1667 did nor choose to cede eed eat 
which Cromwell had taken from them, but they 
confirm generally our possessions. Could they 
pretend, did they pretend, that after the conclu. 
sion of the treaty of 1667, they could have given 
our settlers in Jamaica a notice to quit? Certainly 
not. In the present case they have no more right. 
—If they were displeased with our continuance at 
Honduras, they ought to have stipulated by treaty 
for our removal, ‘That they have not done. They 
ought to be very glad if we agreed to hold our 
rights to Honduras just as they formerly stood. If 
they quarrel abeut the matter, ministers ought to 
give orders to strengthen our position at Honduras, 
send out reinforcements, and bid the Spaniards 
defiance. This we are disposed to think should 
be the course.—The case appears to be so plain, 
that we see no reason why the cavils of France 
(we cannot call it Spain) should be treated with 
much deference.—We have the right, we have the 
power, and Buonaparté should be tafght that he 
must not domineer when he has not the ability to 
act. There are fifty chicaneries of this sort in both the 
Indies, and the best way is to treat them in the beginning, 
with contempt, and 10 resist them with vigour—If mi- 
nisters accept the establishment of Honduras on 
the old footing, they will shew much condescen- 
sion. They ought to insist peremptorily on our 
tight, and if they revert to the old footing, they 
ought to obtain an equivalent. This tone would speedily 
bring the French and Spaniards to reaton. 
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FOREIGN OFFICIAL PAPERS. 


Letter from the Capt. Gen. of Guadaloupe to the French 
Min. of Marine and Colonics. Dased Basse-Terrty 
Nov. 15, 1802. 

Citizen Minister—I have already had the 
honour to give you an account of the crimes com- 
mitted on the night between the 6th and 7th of Oc- 
tober, by a band of brigands, of all colours, who 
assassinated twenty-three: citizens in different 
quarters of Guadaloupe.—A special tribunal was 
charged with the prosecution and trial of these 
crimes, Connected with a conspiracy, which the 
punishment of the chiefs has extinguished.—The 
principal of these conspirators were Millet, La- 
girardine, Jean Barbe, and Peter Barse, all blacks, 
stained with every species of crimes.—The first 
two destroyed themselves after they were con- 
demned to suffer death; the third was executed 
with his aecomplices.—Since these examples the 
colony of Guadaloupe has been much improved in 
regard to internal tranquillity.—Those from whom 
the colony must still be freed are composed of the 
remains of rebels, wandering about in the woods, 
where they age daily perishing by famine and want. 
—If there still exists in the communes’ of this 
island a few partisans of these crimes, they. con- 
oral . nema but I none taken such a 

will soon enable me, with certainty, to discover 
them.—I had the honour to inform fone that Thad 
received intell of various bodies of rebels 


who were forming, in theislands of St..Th 
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ofthese two Colonies.—Some vessels belonging tore- 
bels, who had escaped from Guadaloupe, and which 
were employed for keeping up a communication 
with their confidential friends in that island, were 
there found. One of them had still on board a small 
quantity of ammunition, part of which they had 
thrown into the sea when they saw the French 
frigate approaching. But notwithstanding the pre- 
cipitation employed in this business, they had not 
time to complete it when the frigate cast anchor 
close to them. The brigands abandoned the vessel, 
and went to conceal themselves in the woods. M. 
de Watterstorff, commandant of the Danish 
Islands, has given strict orders for their being ar- 
rested. But at St. Bartholomew, M. Hankerheim, 
the governor, did not think himself authorised to 
pursue the same steps.—I send you my correspond- 
ence with the Swedish governor, in order that the 
government may deliberate on the conduct, which 
the tranquillity of the colonies requires from all 
the powers of Europe; for it is not certainly the 
intention of the Swedish government to give an 
asylum in its possessions to brigands, who, after 
having polluted with all cheir crimes the French 
colonies, hope to make preparations with impunity 
for the commission of new ones, in a neighbouring 
territory in friendship with the republic. Health 
and respect, (Signed) LACROSSE. 

[This letter is followed by another from Gate- 
reau, commissioner of government in the special 
tribunal of Guadaloupe, to rear-admiral Lacrosse, 
containing an account of thé trial and death of the 
principal conspirators.}] The suicide committed 
by Jean Barbe,” says the commissioner, * in the 
prison of Saint Anne, proves how much he dread- 
ed the justice of the tribuna!, and the sudden death 
of Girardine in that of Point-a-Petre gives us rea- 
son at least to presume that he wished to avoid 
the shame of punishment.” 

The examination of Peter Barse, says he, who 
alone had the courage to survive the confession of 
his crimes, will make known to you the plot which 


» they had foolistly formed, when their minds were 


heated by the spirituous liquors with which they 
often got intoxicated at the house of Millet and 
Lagirardine. You will, no doubt, be convinced, 
with the tribunal, thac this conspiracy was con- 
certed only by these three villains, who not being 
able to conceive the hope of long exercising autho- 
rity over the rebels, would have left the colony in 
their power, after getting possession of their rg 
der.—The colony has to lament the death of 23 of 
its inhabitants, who perished on that disastrous 
day. The avenging justice of the tribunal has 
reached and destroyed their assassins. Unfortu- 
nately it has not yet been able to discover the 
places where they buried the gold and silver, which 
they took from the victims. It is estimated at 
250,000 francs. It was an impenetrable secret 


with these villains, who always make false decla- 
rations. 


Letter from Rr. Adm. Vill 
er. » Villeneuve, Commander in Chf. 
the forces in the Windward Islands and at Aeon vd 
the Min, of Marine and Colonies.—Dated on board the 
JSemappe, Nov. 21, 1802. 
Citizen Minister—I arrived in this harbour.on 
the ssth, having sailed from Poine-d-Petre, in 
» onthe oth. 1 passed at Basse-Terre 
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out the whole of Grande-Terre, and all the west- 
ern and northern part of the island. Cabesterre 
alone, which has in general been burnt, appears to 
be in a state of distress.- Sugar, and other colonial 
productions, are in such abundance at Point-a- 
Petre, that the magazines are entirely full, and 
casks are even seen in the strects. The freight to 
France is excessively dear, and vessels for tran- 
sporting the goods are not be found.—The war of 
the blacks is reduced to nothing. It consists mere« 
ly of a few excursions of miserable wretches, who 
issue from the woods to carry off provisions from 
the plantations. The troops still left, with rein- 
forcements which have lately arrived, will be suf- 
ficient to insure the safety of the island, and you 
may rest assured, that ina little time, the brigands 
will all be seized in their last retreats. —Health and 
respect. (Signed) VILLENEUVE. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 


Constantinople, Dec, 10.—The French Colonel See 
bastiani, who has been received by the Pacha of 
Cairo in the most distinguished manner, has em- 
barked at Damiectta, on board the French frigate 
Cornelie, to go to Syria. He will visit all the 
principal ports of the Levant.—Yesrerday even 
ing Ghalib Effendi, our late Ambassador F xtraor- 
dinary at Paris, arrived here, and brought with 
him the French Ratification of the Treaty con- 
cluded between France and the Porte.—The num- 
ber of troops, as well Mamelukes as Arabs, which 
the victorious Beys in Egypt have with them in 
the neighbourhood of Alexandria, is about 4000. 

Loretto, Dec. 10.—Yesterday the Image of the 
Holy Virgin, which had been carried to France 
during the*revolution, was brought back hither 
from Rome, and welcomed with the discharge of 
cannon, and ringing of bells. It was carried on a 
superb frame, borne by eight bishops, and placed 
in the Holy House. 

Florence, Dec. 27.—Our Sovereign and his family 
were at Valence on the 11th, and were to set out 
for Carthagena on the 13th, in order to return to 
Tuscany. 

Ratisbon, Jan.6.—Yester.the Protocol was opened 
in the 2 First Col. of the Em. for the ratif. of the 
Gen. Conclusum of the Dep. In the Elec. Col. 
Saxony and Branden. have voted. ‘The latter has 
also given his vote in the Col. of Prin. for Magde- 
bourg and his other posses. In the 2d Col. have 
also voted Saxe Weimar, Saxe Gotha, and Eise- 
nach, Brunswick Wolfenbuttel, Hesse-Cassel, Ba- 
den, Wurtemberg, Lubeck, Holstein, Oldenburg, 
and Salm; and also the Counts of Witteravia, 
Franconia, and Westphalia. All the Representa- 
tives of the Eccl. States were absent except those 
of the Principality of Ratisbon. The latter are, 
the Baron d’Ailbini, and the Ct. de la Tour. They 
were legitimated on the 6th in the quality of Sub- 
Del, to his Highness the E. A, Chan, as provisory 





possessor of the Prin. of Ratisbon. All the votes — 


given have heen in favour of the complete ratif, of 
the Gen. Conclusum. The min. of Lubeck, in 
giving his vote, reserved himself with respect to 
the regulation of the interests of his Prince, and 
referred to the mem. which he lately addressed on 
that subject to the Dep.—tn the Col. of Imp. Ci- 
ties, Nuremburg is charged provisorily with the 
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and to the affairs of Parma and Etruria. England 
exacts from France a promise, that im any case 
she shall pot send troops cither to Malta or 
Egypt ; but the French government has rejected 
such a proposition, because it 1s not mentioned 
in the treaty of Amiens. As to the affairs of 
7 Italy, Lord Whitworth has also received an an- 
swer in the negative; and so much the more pre- 
cise, as it was never intended to treat with the 
Court of London on the affairs of the Continent, 
} that Court not having in the Neg. for Peace which 
took place with Austria, taken any part with re- 
spect to the affairs of the Ger. Emp. or Italy, 
Hague, Jan. 3.—Gen. Victor and the Chief of the 
Stail, Cesar Berthicr, will immediately set out for 
Helvoetsiuys, to embark with the French Exp. for 
Louisiana. The fine Corps of Guides, selected by 
the Gen. from the Dragoons of Breda, consists of 
360 men, who take their horses with them. This 
| Corps will be commanded by the nephew of the 
Ambas. Semonville, Cit, Carnoville, who has been 
the Dipiomatic Eleve of the Fr. Legation. The 
number of transports in this Exp, itis now under- 
stood, will be only 18. 

Berne, Jan. 9.—Various, reports are in circula~ 
tion respecting the Swiss Constitution, of which 
nothing is yct known for a cerainty.—We learn 
anew, that there is a question of uniting to France 
the Canton of Leman, and a part of that of Basle; 
: and this report gains the more credit, because, 
ui] though the French are emptying the arsenals 
“f. throughout Switzerland, and taking the milit. 
stores, &c. to Lausanne, yet no such measure has 
been adopted with regard to the arsenal of Basle. 
ij --The French troops in Swi. have received rein. 
, es cavalry. The 6th reg. of horse chus, 
ave arrived from Genoa ut Berne, where the 
will remain in garrison. Two squad. of the sash 
seg. of hussars have received the same destina- 
tion. 

Berne, Jan. 13.-—-Th. courier from Paris who ar- 
tived yesterday, brought us the constitution of 
our canton decreed by the deputies, and approved 
of by the First Consul. The canton is divided 
into districts, and the districts into tribes. The 
citizens of the canton, enjoying a fortune of Looof. 
have alone the right of voting. Each tribe names 
an clector out of fifty citizens. The union of 
those electors forms the electoral body of the ¢an- 
ton, which names the grand council, composed of 
two hundred and ninety-nine members. It is to 
that council chat the legislative power is confided. 
It appoivts to all places. Twenty-seven of its 
members form the petty council, from which are 
to be taken two avoyers, a treasurer, and a chan- 
cellor, who form, with the two oljest and the two 
yerere counsellors, the executive committee, 
‘ he yrand council appoints from among its mem- 
\ bers those who are to form a tribunal of civil ap- 
) peal, and a criminal tribunal.—The same letters 
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announce, that the cantonal organizations of Basle, 


Fribourg, Lucerne, and Soleure, are also com- 

. pleted; and that they resemble :hose of Zurich 
aad Berne, The most remarkable difference be- 
tween the old and new constitution of the can- 
tons, formerly aristocratical, is the political equa- 
lity betwoen all the citizens who compose them, 
the apphcation of which is to be found c in 
the composition of the clectoral bodies. —The pro- 
vision by which the exercise of the administrative 











same body, haw excired many remonstrances. It 
is 5 that provision will be champ. 
leara urber, that the establishment of a 

helvene dict, to assemble once a year, ang to con- 
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sist of one deputy from each canton, is agreed 
upon. To establish a certain equality among the 
different cantons, the deputies of the greater can- 
tons are to have different voices 1n proportion, re- 
spectively, to their population. The meetings of 
the general diet will be in turns, at Zurich, Berne, 
Basle, Soleure, Friburgh, and Lucerne. The de- 
puty for the place at which the diet meets, will be 
president for the time being. 

Brussels, Jan. 13.-—It is reported, that the King 
of Prussia is about to visit his possessions in 
Westphalia, and that he and Buonaparté will have 
an interview, during their intended tours, which 
are to take. place at the same time.—15. The in- 
hab. of Antwerp are preparing trium, arches for 
the reception of the Consul, on his journey into 
our depar. They wish to testify to the restorer of 
the commerce of the Scheldt, their gratitude for 
the benefits which it confers, and which promise 
to restore the splendor which that city enjoyed in 
the 1sth century. 

Hamburgh, Jun. 14.—By authentic accounts from 
Berlin, of the rith inst. Prince Ruspoli has at last 
determined to accept of the grand mastership of 
the order of Malta, having been invited to do so 
by a brief of the pope, and having had the same 
request made to him by some great powers. His 
highness desires, however, the compliance of 
France with certain conditions he thought proper 
to propose, previously to his enteri#g on the func- 
tions of that exalted dignity. Should he persist ia 
his refusal, it is repoited, that the order of Malta 
will be suppressed. The Teutonic Order will, it is 
said, share the same fate. 

Hague, Jan. 18.—The following is the text of the 
law relative to the loan, which is considered to-be 
of such great importance to commerce in general, 
—The amount of the loan shall not excced the de- 
ficit in the rev. of the year 1803, for the expendi- 
ture of the state during that year. The annual 
rent of the capital is not to exceed 1,400,000 flo~ 
rins, and the obligations which are to be delivered 
to the cred. shail bear but an int. of 3 per cent.—> 
Those who shall subscribe to the loan, one Bata- 
vian rescription of the nominal value of 1000 flor 
rins, payable after the peace, shall, by adding to 
it 800 florins in specie, receive three national obli- 
gations of 1000 florins each, bearing 3 per cent, 
interest. Those who shall subscribe an obligatioa 
of the E.1. Comp. payable, with 800 florins in 
specie, shall also receive three national obligar 
tions, each of roco florins, at 3 per cent.—The in- 
terest in arrears due in the year 1800, shall be 
made good to the sub. and paid out of the 800 flor 
rins, which they are to add to their obligations. 
ll the Bat. rescriptions payable after the peace, 
which shall not be subscribed to the new loan by 
the 22d of next Sep. shall be converted into per- 
petual stock at 4 per cent.—-The above-mentioned 
India obligations which shall not be subscribed 
during the year 1803, shall not be payable /onlase 
baar), and shall be considered as if their numbers 
had not been drawa out of the lottery: Some fur- 
ther provisions are to be made, by which certain 
other funds may be subscribed, which bear an in- 
terest of 24 per cent.—An obligation of 1000 flo- 
rins..at 3 per cent. will then be delivered in ex- 
ch: for an obligation of those funds of the nor 
minal value of 700 florins, but 200 florins im specie 
must be added.—To insure a capital, nec rto 
pay the interest of this loan, there is to be anime 
crease ofa soth, or 10. per cent. npon.alle sties 07 “5 
the following anicles: wine, vinegar, di stilled Jie 
quors, mineral waters, tobacco, beer, cattle, horm 
ed cattle, busser, salt, soap, wood, coals, amd tam 
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horses, seeds, coffee and tea consumed, servants, 
and articles of luxury—The increase of 10 per 
cent, will be only for two years: after which it will 
be replaced by general imposts. The mew tax is 
to take place from the Ist of July—1 he tax upon 
the net produce of successions 1s to be increased 
ro per cent.—When this measure was determined 
upon in the legislaiure, there were 14 for and 13 
against the sanctioning it. The -people complain 
openly of the increase upon the taxes. 

Paris, June 20.—The con. concluded on the asth 

uit. will not be officially published till after the 
exchange of the rati. but the substance of it is in 
general circulation at Ratisbon. The treaty is 
signed by the Russian as well as the French and 
Imp. ministers. Austria cedes the Ortenau to the 
Duke of Modena, and receives in exchange ‘the 
bishoprics of Trent and Brixen, to be incorporated 
with the Austrian monarchy. The G. Duke in- 
vited to renounce Trent and Brixen, obtains the 
bishopric of Eichstadt, except the six superior 
Bailiwicks of that country, which are to be united 
to the principality of Wurtzburgh; the G. Duke 
also obtains a part of the Up. Palatinate; but he 
formally engages not to fortify Eichstadt. Bavaria 
is to preserve the six superior Bailliwicks of the 
bishopric, but is to indemnify the G. Duke by 
ceding property which the Elector possesses as 
D. of D. Ponts, in Bohemia. The Elector keeps 
all his possessions on the Inn. The town of Pas- 
sau is to be ceded to him by Austria. The Elector 
A. Chancellor obtains all the tolls of the Rhine, 
on the right bank. Prussia is to keep the part of 
the territory of Nuremburg, which she oceupied 
last war. 
_ Paris, Jan. 21.—The journey of the First Consul 
into the nine departments of Belgium is deter- 
mined upon, and will take place sooner than was 
expected. The young men of the different towns 
through which he is to pass, are forming them- 
selves into military companies, to receive him 
with due distinction.—We have received intel. 
that the Emperor ratified, on the sth instant, the 
Conv. concluded on the 25th of Dec. relative to 
the Supp. Indem. to the G. Duke. The exchange 
of the Ratif. is to take place at Paris.—All the 
attempts made by the Imp. Cabinet to enter into 
4 new defin. alliance with Russia have totally 
mr gfe: es year ending the 22d of Sept. 
1802, the number of births in Paris were 21,018, 
of Which 5,499 were illegitimate. The number of 
Marriages, during the same period, were 4,694 
of divorcees goz. The number ef deaths were 
205390. 


FOREIGN OFFICIAL PAPERS. 


Notice to the Masters of American Vessels. Dated Ame- 
rican Consulate, London, Jan, 24, 1803. 

Official information (from Tunis) have just been 
received, that the Tripolitan Admiral, Lisle, hav- 
ing two zebecs and a kirlanghie under his com- 
a 1s ready for sea, and intends passing the 
wre ts, to cruize in the Atlantic. It is probable 
= may be joined by a zebec which has al- 
= zy Sailed, and by an zebec, a polacre, and 
: - anghie, which are nearly ready for sea. With 
nate bon eecoying such. vessels 'as may unfortu- 
bi ¢ y fallio his way, he has clothed his crews in 
eiue Jackets, overalls, and ha Oe hile, ay | 
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on the 21st instant, to consider the state of tha” 
county, and the propriety of applying to gov. to 


have certain parts of it proclaimed, agrecably to 
the provisions of the Insurrection Act. Jan. 20.— 
In our last, we had the satisfaction of stating, that 
through the exertions of Lord Donoughmore, tran- 
quillity had been completely established in the 
counties of Waterford and Tipperary. We have 
now the turther satisfaction ot adding, that his 
Idp.’s spirited example has excited an emulation 
amongst the noblemen and gent. of county of Li- 
merick to pursue a similar conduct.— larly on Sa- 
turday morning last, the Northern mail-coach was 
attacked near Drogheda by seven armed mca, 
who, after firing several shots, and wounding the 
coachman severely, robbed the coach and passea- 
gers, and catried off the bags. Rewards have been 
offered for apprehending the robbers.—The same 
night the post-boy with the Wexford mail was 
robbed on Galloping Green by two persons armed. 
—On Monday night, the Limerick mail-coach was 
attacked at Cherrphill, mear Kildare, by a large 
gang of robbers, who fired several shots at the 
coach and horses. The attack was gallantly resist- 
ed by the guard, who returned shot for shot, and 
having killed two of the robbers, catried on the 
mail in safety. One of the horses was severely 
wounded. 
Intelligence from Gibraltar of the 2oth ult. 
gives an account of a mutiny in the garrison. The 
following may be relied on as an exact statement 
of the circumstances.—It is the custom, in every 
regiment in the army, to pay to the non-commis- 
sioned officers and soldiers, at the end of every 
two months, whatever balances may be due to 
them on their several accounts of subsistence. 
On the 24th of Dec. the rst reg. of foot (com- 
monly called the Royal Scotch) being the corps ef 
which H. R. H. the Governor is himself the Co- 
lonel, having received their balances, got drunk, 
and insisted upon going into the town. This 
having been strictly forbidden, and the prohibi- 
tion having been understood by the men as pro~ 
ceeding from the adjutant, they, with arms in 
their hands, forced their way out of the barracks, 
and, beiag inflamed with anger aguas the adja- 
tant, their first object was to seek for him, with 
an avowed intention of taking his life. Failing 
in their bloody purpose, they proceeded to the 
barracks of the 25th regiment, which, being com- 
posed chiefly of their countrymen, they thought 
the more likely to join them; but, fortunately 
they were disappointed, From the barracks of 
the 25th reg. they went to those of the sath reg. 
where they were received by a fire from the gre- 
nadier company, which wounded several of them, 
Here. ended the affair of that sight. fhe muti- 
neers returned to their barracks, and the next day, 
the Duke, after properly animadverting on their 
conduct, thought preper to pardon it.—-On the 
26th of Dec. however, the 25th reg. who had be- 
haved so weil on the 24th of the month, having 


_now received their balances, and having also got- 


ten drunk, broke owt in exactly the same manner 
that the Royals had done. before; and, as the 
grenadiers of the s4th reg. were marching to as~ 
sist in quelling this second mutiny, a party of 
artillery, drawn out forthe same purpose, being 
nately killed-one man of the sath, 

eS ES penal sen eeoe 









a eee 


rx 
es 


rm 


. PG Ney Pare — 

* ¢ . = 
rs 5s Re ae " ~ 3 
betes ee ~~ ae 

pe! re ae ee 


Sy Te 
a. 


ge 
eu 





~~ <-> 
ee 


a ll I age Ae 
¥ 


ee at 
natin. de 


ao ae 


PO ALTO Qe ith eatin t 


119) | 
mutiay, from every thing we have seen and heard, 
appears to have had nothing of disloyalty, or of 
politics, in its motives. 

On the 14th inst. pursuant to advertisement, a 
neral meeting was held, at the London Tavern, 
of the Karrisa Crepirors IN THE Frencu FuNDs. 

—Mr. Iuery took the chair, and rose to explain 
the object tor which the meeting had been con- 
wened. He began by adverting to the memorial 
presented by the Committce in the name of the 
creditors at large to Lord Hawkesbury, and to 
the result of the different interviews which they 
had with his Lp. since the 20th Sept. ult. down 
to Wednesday last. 1t were unnecessary to enter 
into any detailed account of the preceding inter- 
Views, Gitsene what passed in that of Wednes- 
day is contained the general resu It of all the others 
Mr. Impey then proceeded to state to the meeting 
the grounds on which the Brit. creditors im the 
Fr. funds thonght themselves justified in resting 
their claims, and which he had submitted to the 
consideration of the noble Sec. of State. These 
grounds he reduced to three heads :—rst. The 
conditions held out by the Fr. Gov. at different 
periods to induce foreigners to take a share in 
their loans, assuring them that in such cases they 
should not be subjected to the laws by which thef 
natives might be bound.—2d, The stipulations o 
the commercial treaty, conformable to which a 
notice of twelve months should be given to Brit. 
subjects to remove their property in case of the 
breaking out of a war.—3zd. The 14th article of 
the treaty of Amiens, by which it was stipulated, 
that all sequestrations on either side on funds, re- 
venues, &c. shall be taken off immediately after 
the signature of the definitive treaty. None of 
these conditions had been complied with in the 
present case; but, notwithstanding the incon- 
veniencies the British holders of French stock had 
oe sulfered, yet they were willing, nor could 
theythink it an unfair or presumptuous expecta- 
tion, to be put on the same footing with the sub- 
jects of the French Gov. To the justice of that 
Gov. they were not reluctant to submit their 
claims, and if his Lordship approve and abet their 
views, it was their wish to forward a memorial to 
his Ex. Ld. Whitworth, praying him to present 
the same to the French Gov. hoping at the same 
time that his Lp, would kindly second their re- 
quest to L. Whitworth, and exert his best endea- 
Vours to give weight to their representation. To 
the grounds here adduced, Lord Hawkesbury 
made a few objections, not, he said, such as his 
own mind would prompt him to urgé; but which 
he thought it was as likely might be urged by 
others. In the first place it might be thought 
equitable that British creditors should be dealt by 
4a the same manner as the Prussian or Austrian 
creditofs. ad. It might be said, that no stress 
gould be laid on the commertcial treaty of 1726, 
Because that treaty could not be supposed to exist 
after the passing of the Alien Bill. 3d. The 
treaty of Amiens Was supposed to have in view 
property in ese, and not that which had been se- 


" Questered, or the payment of which had been sus- 


pended.—Whatever might be the force of these 
objections, he was not inclined co lay any stress 
upon them; bur ail he imagined himself able to 
de was \o recommend the matter to Lord Whit- 
worth, and in that view he should write a letter 
to hiy Lp. requesting he might espouse the cause 
of the claimants in the manner which to him 
might a best calculated to obtain their ob- 
ject.—With this determination of the noble Sec. 


of State the meeting seemed to be HEAly sarafed; 
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—and on the suggestion of Mr. Saunders, it was 
proposed that Sir Elijah Impey, who was now at 
Paris, should be requested to act as their agent, 
and that a power of at. should forthwich be sent 
to him for that purpose. This proposition was 
unanimously agreed to. 

Bankrupts.—Chapman, J. Liverpool, merchant. 
Dinks, T. Oldbury, innkeeper.—Faweets, T. Old 
Change, merchant.—Short, J. Alfred-place, South- 
wark.—Delvalle, J. Savage’s Gardens, tobacco- 
broker.—Miller, G. Bodmin, vintner—-Allen, J. 
Bartlett’s Buildings, taylor.—Berger, T. Cockspur- 
street, hatter.— Jones, J. Penmaon, drover.—-Mid- 
kiff, J. Liverpool, merchant.—Simpson, Elizabeth, 
Rolles Buildings, taylor.—Hindley, R. Salford, 
_wine-merchant.—Sadler, Eliz. Westbromich, gro- 
cer.—Porwell, M. and W. Wells, shop-keepers.— 
Wrighton, D. Little Alne, flax-dresser.—-Warren, 
J. Sandy‘s-street, weaver. 

Marriages.—A few days ago at Ash, in the coun- 
ty of Surrey, the Rev. James Beaver, rector of 
Childry, Berks. to Miss Henrietta Halsey, eldest 
daughter of Henry Halsey, Esq. of Henley Park. 

Deaths—-On ‘Tuesday last, in Wimpole-street, 
the lady of Admiral Sir Peter Parker.—On Friday, 
in Manchester Square, Sir H. Lambert, Bart. —On 
the 12th, at Edinburgh, the Right Hon. Lady R. 


Bruce. 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Towards the close of our last summary we 
made an extract or two from a papé™ which 
appeared to us to have been published by 
the merchants immediately concerftéd in the 
trade to the B. of Honduras. That pa 
we have now (see p. 110) inserted ep 
—It will be perceived, that these getithemer 
think their rights unimpaired by the noD-Fe* 
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that those rights are totally abrogated by 
that non-renewal; and, on some future oc- 
casion, when we have more room and time 
than we have at present, we shall offer to 
our readers the reasons, on which this opi- 
nion is founded. In the mean time, we 
shall here briefly state the opinions advanced 
in Parliament, by the opposers of the treaty 
of Amiens —Our right to the use of the li- 
mits, as settled and enjoyed before the war, 
was not asserted to be necessarily abandoned; 
but it was asserted, that the security of an 
express recognition, in this, and other simi- 
lar cases, being omitted, every channel was 
left open to the ancient disputes of contra- 
dictory claims, and the possible decision of 
the sword, as any one of those points might 
be ground of a new war, or new humiliation 


in the abandonment of it. Mr, Windham | 


put the argument very happily in his open- 
ing speech for taking the treaty into consi- 
deration. It was, he observed, “‘ as if a 
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man, in private life, having been quieted 
in the possession of an estate, by a solemn 
instrument under the hand and seal of the 
opposite party, should cancel the deed, or, 
when it had been cancelled, neglect to 
revive and renew it; and when his friends 
remonstrated with him, should answer: 
Oh ; what signifies the deed? My right is 
as secure as ever. My solicitor and coun- 
sel tell me I have an excellent cause to 
go into court with. If I have not the 
deed, I have as fine a law-suit as heart can 
wish!” It was afterwards stated, by others 


on the same side, that they did not wholly dis- 
sent from the position, that the basis of the 
treaty being evidently the state of possession 
before the war, we ought to be considered as 
retaining that sort of usufructuary posses- 
sion, which we previously had, however be- 
gun, and which we had in fact exercised be- 
fore our first treaty with Spain relative to 
America, in 1670." But the main point was, 
whether the min. would defend this posi- 
tion by the last and best argument of kings 
and states, Ifso, it was said, our right to 
Honduras, though the weakest, in itself, of 
all our claims recognized by the former 
ireaties (because it admitted the sovereignty 
to be in Spain) was not yet relinquished ; 
but then, the min. must declare themselves 
ready to maintain this right by a new war, 
when they had declared, that so many more 


_nbortant objects were not worth the con- 
huance of the war, with all the advantages 


a then possessed, but which we had 
W given up; and, if it was worth a new 


be. Why was it not worth insisting upon in 


me bargaining for peace with a richer fatid | 


treaty, to prevent’ anew war, when we 
We purchase than we ever possessed at 
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‘the most triumphant termination of any for- 


mer contest ?>—These were the arguments 
used in Parliament, and that they were ir- 
resistible was clearly proved by the miserable 
defence which was opposed to them even by 
the Master of the Rolls. —But, what shal] be 
said to the low trick of hiding from the Par- 
liament and the nation the important cir- 
cumstance, now first made public by the 
Honduras merchants, that we Jad extended 
our limits during the war, and that “ this 
** extension was become absolutely neces- 
** sary, for we had so cleared the country, 
*« in our possession, of logwood, that any 
** more which we wanted to procure was 
“ got at so great an expense, that it en- 
“* hanced its cost almost beyond what i¢ 
‘© would bear,” and, that, in short, without 
the extension of limits, the settlement was 
good for nothing to this country! Not a word 
of this was the Parliament suffered to 
know, though, as it now appears, the Hon- 
duras merchants, had fully stated it in 3 
memorial to Lord Hawkesbury, pending 
the negotiation of the treaty. The know- 
ledge of this circumstance, so material 
to the just appreciation of the conditions of 
the treaty, because it rendered a positive and 
specific confirmation so essential, was closely 
hidden from those who were to decide on 
the merits of that treaty; and, if we are to 
judge from their arguments, it was not 
known to the Master of the Rolls or the Ld. 
Chancellor, or to Mr. Pitt! Look at all their 
speeches, and you will find, that they speak 
of Honduras as a settlement where NoTHING 
is to be given up; asa settlement totally unaf- 
fected by the peace. But now, behold, it ap- 
pears, that the peace is to rob us of all that 
part of the settlement qich is of any value; 
and, as we before observed, our readers may 
rest assured, that this will be Seized on as a 
lucky pretext for withdrawing our settlers 
altogether : foreseeing that France will com- 
mand it, we shall, as in the case of the J/ilies, 
prevent the command, by an anticipated obe- 
dience! Poor, miserable shift! As if the 
world were to be deceived by this! As if our 
motive were not scen through! As if a pal- 
try subterfuge like this could save usfor only 
one moment from thecontempt of mankind ! * 


* When the. hour comes to surrender this set- 











~tlement, there will not be wapting,a great number 


of persons to discover, just then, for the first time, 
as Lord Ellenborough did with respect to the 4s- 
nour of the flag, that it never was good for any thing, 
and that we ought to be glad to get rid of it —-By 
way of preparation against, these Fox's argue 
ments, we just state, shat the trade to Honduras 
employed 1599 seamen, an APRS tons of ship- 
ping, and € popul on, of the settlement. is come 


puted at 4oo9 souls whith necessarily consumed a 

large quantity of British manfacwures, beside what 

found their way, through the sett!ement, into the 
Spanish territory, and were paid for in specie, 
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By turning top. 119, our readers will finda 
sort of report respecting the state of the debts 
due to British creditors in the French funds. 
These stock-jobbers had, it would appear, 
entertained a notion, that the 14th article of 
the treaty, which brought us the “ blessings 
* of peace,” would bring them the payment 
of their sequestrated stock, not recollecting 
that the word pay has long been abolished 
from the French language, except as it ap- 
lies to those on whom the Republic may 
Rees demands. It is really a good jest, that 
these poor rich men should have taken in a 
serious sense that ironical article of the trea- 
ty! Ld. Hawkesbury and the honest Talley- 
rand must have fine diversion with them ! 
“ To the justice of the French gov. they are not 
*¢ reluctant to submit their claims.” Poor crea- 
tures | they know well, that itis useless to ap- 
peal to any thing else. They know well, that 
the English government dares not stir a hand 
to assist them. “ To the justice of the French 
“* gov. they were not,” they said, “ unwilling 
* to submit their claims, and if his Ldp. ap- 
“« proved and abet their views, it was their 
“ wish to forward a memorial to Ld. Whit- 
* worth, praying him to present the same 
“to the French gov. Hoping, at the same 
“ time, that Ld. H. would éindly second 
* their request.” If Buonaparté had the 
mohey to spare, it would be good sport to 
insist, that this boping, praying, submitting 
crew should crawl upon al) fours from Ca- 
lais to St. Cloud, a condition of payment 
to which they would cheerfully submit.— 
The language of these people furnishes a 
striking proof of the fallen state of this 
nation. In general, no persons are so bold 
and clamourous as your monied men, who 
are apt to conceit that even a prime min. is 
nothing more than their caterer. Were 
such men ever before known, in order to 
obtain the fulfilment of the conditions of a 
solemn treaty in their favour, to “ submit 
“* their claims” to the justice of the party 
indebted to them, and to give up all reli- 
ance on the remonstrances or the power of 
their own government? The truth is, that 
persons, of almost every rank and degree, 
are beginning, as it was easy to foresee they 
would, to look to the French government for 
protection, to throw themselves on its mercy, 
to give up all notion of resistance, of any 
kind, to the will of France; they are, as 
often as an occasion offers, beginning to 
throw themselves ox the mercy of the French 
‘Bovernment, and to look to that govern- 
. Ment, and to that Fw oa alone, for 
protection !— Lord Hawkesbury's answer, 
too, is not a little curious. He has 
not said, that a refusal on the part of 
France, to fulfil this stipulation of the 
treaty, would be just ; but 
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such objections as may be urged, and has 
by no means signified his intention to regist 
those objections, though one of them, (thar 
respecting the effect of the Alien Bill) is, 
be it well observed, in direct opposition, 
as we may hereafter have occasion to show, 
to the former assertions of himself, of Mr. 
Pitt, and of almost every member of the 
present administration.—But, in short, if 
France is disposed not to fulfil the stipula- 
tion in question, some excuse must be 
found for not attempting to compel her to 
do it. Asin the case of Hondaras, all the 
ministers are anxious about, is, a pretext for 
yielding up the rights of their country, a 
long story, strung together with ifs and 
buts, wherewith to bewilder the people, and 
to present to the world a shew of remain- 
ing dignity. 

It has long been the practice of the French 
revolutionists to cause first to be promul- 
gated, in other countries, those facts (true or 
false), and those sentiments, which they, for 
some reason or other, wish not to have the 
appearance of originating with themselves, 
Of this sort is an article, {see p. 114). which 
has lately been published, at Stutgard, and 
republished in the Paris papers, and the prin- 
cipal object of which is, to renew the asser- 
tion, that England bas nothing to do witb the 
affairs of the continent, and that, if France 
chooses to send troops to Malta or to Egypt, 
England has no right to interfere therein, 
because no mention is made thereof in the treaty 
of Amiens. Upon this subject, it has been 
observed, in one of our daily prints, that 
France, in refusing to admit of the proposi- 
tion of Lord Whitworth (see the article al- 
luded to), and in insisting to hold us to the 
treaty of Amiens, “ is not to blame, She 
“ has a right,” continues this print, ‘ toabide 
“ by that treaty, and is not bound to make 
“ further concessions without an equivalent. 
** If the treaty of peace has not bound up 
“ France sufficiently from sending troops to 
“* Malta, or Egypt, that is the fault of the 
“ British ministers who made the treaty.” 
Now, though we never have, and never can, 
justify either those who made, or those who 
approved of, the treaty of Amiens, we can- 
not goin in the charge, which this writer has 
preferred against it, and which amounts to 
nothing short of an acknowledgment, that, 
by the said treaty, we have, both now and.for 
ever, forfeited all right to make use of either 
persuasion or power to prevent the subjuga- 
tion of any other country besides our owms 
it 1s somewhat strange, too, that this writer 
should reject, with disdain, the. very sam¢ 
principle, when applied to, Parma and Etru- 
Pie RespertiOg .7bich alton ft 8: ida OO aDIe 
nister at Paris, Bat. IAG <A: EPR Ta 
“ England," says he, “ has a right para 
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« mount toall treaties; a right in common 
« with every other great state, to watch, 
« that no one power acquires an-undue ac- 
“ cession of territory, or an undue ascen- 
« dancy, and to watch, above all powers, 
“‘ France, ber natural and constant enemy.” 


—And, why, we should be glad to know, 


does not this “‘ paramount right” hold good 
with respect to Malta and Egypt as well as 
with respect to Parma and Etruria? Ns it 
because the preserving of the two former 
from the clutches of France is more immie- 
diately necessary to our interests, than is a 
like pres¢rvation of the two latter ?—As to 
the real state of the case, relative to Malta 
and Egypt, our opinion is, that France will 
endeavour to send troops to both, but to the 
latter in particular, where her emissaries 
now are in full activity; and, we are very 
sure, that there is no power, Russia except- 
ed, capable of preventing the accomplish» 
ment of this project, without having recourse 
toarms. Whether Russia will insist upon 
the real independence and security of Malta 
and Turkey with its dependencies, is more 
than we can say. Much depends upon the 
sort of ambition, with which that empire is 
actuated. At any rate, in order to obtain 
the necessary guarantee from Russia, Great 
Britain must act that part, which is becom- 
ing only in a powerof the second rank. This 
is the /evel, which Buonaparté’s paper says 
we have been'’so long seeking, and which, 
under the auspicious guidance of ** THE 
“ Family,” we have at lasthappily found :— 
a just punishinent for applauding the dis- 
graceful peace, by which those low, obscure. 
untried, unknown men were enabled to sink 
the country to a level with themselves.—As 
to Prince Ruspo.i's accepting, at last, of 
the Grand Mastership of Malta, as is stated in 
the Hamburgh intelligence, we do not believe 
a word of it. If that island should not finally 
become an article in Buonaparté’s wholesale 
and retail shop of indemnities, at which we 
should not be at all surprized, probably the 
Baillie Tomassy, now at Messina, will be 
appointed Grand Master. 
_ Our readers will perceive, that a conven- 
tion has been agreed on between Austria 
and France, relative to the Gr. D. of Tus- 
cany, but of the terms we imagine little is 
yet known. A little time, however, must 
bring them to light. They are not, indeed, 
an object of much interest ; they can contain 
— mere than merely a very small mi- 
f wily. a the blow against the Imperial 
ba Weansenae Swiss constitution is said. to 
Mpleted ; but of this we have received 
certain mformat . In the mean time 
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Switzerland: _with@ most ample 
om from al) injuries, 
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French simbassador, has 2,000 men undet 
him in the city of Berne (a pretty good suite 
foran Ambassador), ‘There are 1,000 more 
in its dependencies, Gen. Sarras, with 
2,000 men in the canton of Lucerne; Gen. 
Borneau, with 4,000 men in the canton of 
Zurich ; 4,000 more in the Pays de Vaud, 
and 2,000 in the north of Switzerland ; sin- 
gle battalions occupy Basle, Friburgh, and 
soleure ; and the Helvetic troops, who are 
under the command of the French, are 
chiefly employed in levying contributions !— 
Happy effects of neutrality! Happy effects 
of that system, which the old opposition pro- 
posed in the year 1793! Happy effects of 
« profiting from the mutual injuries of con- 
flicting nations !” The Swiss may now learn, 
perhaps, to feel for the French emigrants, 
whom, after drawing from them their Jast 
shilling, they hunted from their cantons, 
Had the Swiss joined heartily in the cause 
of the allies, Europe might still have beea 
free: at any rate, Switzerland could not 
have been more completely enslaved. 

We quote the following passage from the 
Mg. Post ef Thursday last.‘ By a Philadel- 
‘ phia paper of the 15th December, which 
« we received yesterday, it appears the Ame- 
‘ ricans have taken the alarm at the ap- 
* proach of the French in Louisiana.’ ‘The 
paper alluded to says, ‘‘ We have authority 
“« to state, that government is taking a// the 
“ necessary steps to prevent any reasonable 
“* ground of uneasiness arising on account of 
“ the French occupying-Louisiana, New Or- 
“ leans, &c. in consequence of which, it is 
“ supposed, our Western boundary will become 
“ insecure.” ‘ If the danger to the United 
‘ States of America be such as bere repre- 
‘ sented, we well know what will be the re- 
‘ sult. By cajoling and menacing, Buonaparté 
- qwill reduce them to as absolute a state of de- 
« pendence as Holland. He will squeeze sums 
* of money when he pleases, and in any future 
‘ war with Britain, be will cut. off one of our 
* greatest commercial resources.,—As the man 
in the play says, “ /¥ have certainly beard this 
‘* before, somewhere or other ;” and, we have 
little doubt but our readers will remember 
having seen every word of it in Mr. Wind» 
ham and Mr. Elliot's speeches, almost a 


twelve month ago. We are afraid, too, — 


that we cannot say, in this, as in many other 
cases, * better late than never ,” for, if we 
are not greatly deceived, these sentiments 
might as well never have been expressed as 
to be kept back until how. Mr. Windham, 
in his speech of the 3d of May, 1802, said, 
in speaking of the cession of Louisiana to 
France, “ What a present have we made to 
« the Americans? We haye placed a ser- 

ot in their bosom, by which they will 
be ultimately devoured, We bave pat 
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« them in that state in which they must 
“ become willing slaves under the dominion 
« of France; and, as men always detest the 
« instrument less than the cause, and turn 
« their resentment upon those, whom they 


“ it most, the Americans | ; 
can make to feel it most, | length of the mtermediate delay. 


will not, of course, hesitate between us 
“and the French; and thus we shall ult- 


« mately forfeie the friendship of America | 
| ous peace, even if we succeed, by our present de- 


“ by the aggrandizement of the Prench in 
that quarter.”—So that the M. Post is ra- 
ther tardy in pointing out the dangers to be 
apprehended from the cession of Louisiana, 
It is nothing ta do this after the Americans 
have expressed their alarm; that is the act 
of a mere news-monger: but there required 
some statesman like knowledge to do it the 
moment the cession was heard of, and, of 
course, long before the sentiments of the 


Americans could be known, 

In the same print, on which we have just com- 
mented, and which is well known to speak the 
sentiments of Mr. Sheridan aod the small politi- 
cians more invmediately attached to his non-de- 
script way of thinking, we find, under the afore- 
mentioned date, a curious artule, entutied, * Un- 
pue Desronpency.” The writer blames the despon- 
dency of the country, which he attributes, in the 
first instance, to the “New Opposition,” andto Mr, 
Windham in particular, but then proceeds, under 
te malignant disguise which we have otcen strip- 
ped off, to defend or pathare, that conduct iD him, as 
* atruly noble and manly despair :'—'* a desponding 
rone mixed with guixotic notions :""—** to die with 
arms in our hands rather than yield one jot of our 
honour ;""=—and this he should applaud. if our si- 
tuation were such as Mr, Jf”, represented 5" if **the 
power of France were really so irresistible, 80 inca 
feble of restraint, cither from principle or fear.” — 


Now, who would not, from al! this, imagine, that 


the New Opposition had clamoured for the peace 
of Amic&s, as a measure of absolute necessity ? that 
they had, with Mr, For, declared our situation to 
be such as “ not to permit us to enguire about the 
serm:,” and, with Mr. Sheridan, that, it was “a 
peace which every man was glad of, but which no 
man was prowd of!” Who would imagine that the 
ver gentiemen here accused of “ undue desponden- 
€’, of having “ represented the power of France 
as totally irresistible, and incapable of restraint,” who 
would imagine, that these very gentlemen are, at 
other times, called the “ war-faction,” and that 
this very Morning Post has accused them of a wish 
prematurely to plunge the country in a war? Who 
ever heard before of a * de nding tone’’ proceed- 
sng from  quswotic notions?" The truth is, these 
small politicians having wished to obrain a repu- 
tation for prudence, having wished to encroach on 
the monopoly of our “ sefe politicians” in Down- 
ing Street, by declaiming against the New Op- 
Position as being too ¢: for war, now think 
to obiain a character jof vigour and steady 
fortitude, by holding up&he New Opposition as 
Preachers of despondeney. Never did Ld. Gren- 
ville, or any of the part} who opposed the peace, 
“represent the power of France to be irresis- 
tible, or her ambition as incapable of restraint, 
from fear.” Quite the contrary. But they said, and 
ghey still say, that the advantages which the 
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treaty of Amiens gives her, onee confirmed, con- 
solidated, and improved, by the peace on one side, 
and the effect on the other, of perpetual concession 
and submission, in breaking down, debasing, and 
destroving the spirit of the country, will, together, 
be likely to make any future struggle more ha- 
zardous in every respect, proportionably for the 
They must 
think, that, if there be any long interval, the ope- 
ration of these causes will make a new war only 
the occasion of a still more ingloriows and injuri- 


fensive system, to escape absolute subjugation, 
Yet, with these seatiments, they did wot advise 
immediate hostilities, much Iess did they recom- 
mend any ** desperate resolution :"’ they declined the 
question altogether, professedly because, for the 
first time after a treaty of peace, there was no re- 
gular parliamentary mformation whatever of the 
actual state of this country with relation to France; 
whether the treaty was executed or not; whether 
it was likely to be executed; or whether any un- 
foreseen ditlieuliies had arisen to keep it iv sus- 
pence; or, still more generally, what were the 
disposition and assurances of our late enemy. 
They were called upon to bring charges against the 
ministry, without a record, communication, or pa- 
per of any kind which could fix them to any one 
point: they were desired to argue the state of the 
country from rumours, reports, private intelligence, 
and public newspapers; and, they refused, ac- 
cording to their duty as peers and members of Par- 
lament, to bring any thing to a direct decision 
there, on such unusual and derogatory evidence. 
Yet, in the mean time, they endeavoured, by the 
general eflect of their language, to stimulate and 
goad the Gov. the Parliament, and the Country, 
mto animation, energy, and vigour. And, is there, 
in this conduct, any thing of exaggerated despair, 
or of the wild guixotism? But, the small politicians, 
having first clamoured for peace om any terms, and 
then affected to “ mourn’ at the terms ot a peace 
which they were “ g/ad of’ in the lump; having 
resolved to support a minister whom they despise, 
for the low and selfish parpose of keeping out a 
minister whom they hate; Laving involved them- 
selves in endless inconsistencies, and being withal 
totally destitute of all real political principle and 
knowledge, they are now endeavouring to preserve 
some degree ot consequence by misrepresenting 
those who have pursued one direct and steady 
cause of honour.—So much for the Small Politicians! 





NOTICES, ° 

Our Corresronvenrs will have the geodness 
to excuse us till next week.—We have now in 
hand no less than eleven letters, from different cor- 
respondents, and on different subjects, all of which 
we wish to insert; and, in order to be able to do 
so, we shail next weck publish two sheets, a step, 
which, during the session of Parliament, we shall 
probably be obliged to repeat on the first Saturday 
of every month, Of this, however, we are not cer- 


}tain. Jt will entirely depend upon the quantity, 


which we may possess, of important and original 
matter. ; 
Mx. Cosperrt's translation of “ LZ’ Empire Germa- 


nigue, @&e, together with “* 4 Memoir on the Political 


** and Military State of Eurepe,” by the same authors 
is now published, and is sold by E, HarpinG» 
No. 18, Pall-Mail, price 2s. 6d.—It is proper to 
notify, that this work will be inserted entire in 
the Sup nt to Vol. Il. of the ter, which 
will positively will be published mex rie 
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